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Highlights:
- Hand-picked, local expert guides
- Distinct, expert-commented wine tastings
- Visit the magical village of Saint Emilion
- Comfortable, air conditioned Mercedes Minivan
- All wine tasting fees 100% included

Description Summary:
Experience the best of Bordeaux's wine culture with our small group Saint Emilion Wine Tour. Explore picturesque vineyards, indulge in expert-guided wine tastings, and discover the enchanting medieval village of Saint Emilion.

Description:
Embark on an unforgettable journey through the world-renowned Bordeaux wine region with our Saint Emilion Wine Tour. Join our small group as you meet your English-speaking, hand-picked, local expert guide in front of the Bordeaux Tourism Office. From there, hop onto our comfortable, air conditioned Mercedes Minivan and get ready for a day filled with exquisite wines and breathtaking scenery. Begin your adventure with visits to carefully selected wineries where you'll have the opportunity to sample and savor some of Bordeaux's finest creations. 

This Saint Emilion full day tour from Bordeaux offers a day of carefully chosen wine tasting sessions, Bordeaux vineyard visits and a tour of a unique medieval village.

Pick up at a centrally located meeting point in Bordeaux
This morning, we will come and pick you up in front of the Bordeaux Tourism Office. The Bordeaux tourist office is located at 12 cours du 30 Juillet, 33000 BORDEAUX, in the heart of the city, facing the CIVB Bordeaux wine syndicat building. The tourism office is located close to all the hotels located in the city center, usually a maximum 10 minutes walking distance.

If your hotel is located slightly on the outskirts of the historical center (train station, Radisson Blu,Seeko'o,Hotel Burdigala,Hilton Garden Inn), then the ideal solution is to take the Tram and stop at Quinconces tram station. This stop is located just next to the Bordeaux tourism office.

Please be on time as winery visits are pre-booked just for us!
For all our shared day trips from Bordeaux, we ask our clients to be present 10 minutes before departure time. It is important to be on time as Bordeaux wine tours imply strict timing as all the wineries visited have been pre-booked especially for our clients. Due to this, all our tours must leave on time to meet this schedule. In Bordeaux, unlike many other wine destinations, it is not possible to just show up at a winery for a tour, especially for the wineries that are highly demanded.
If you think that you might be late, please contact us rapidly by sms, phone or email so that we can advise the driver/guide to wait. However, waiting time is limited to 10 minutes maximum. If you are not present at the time of departure, your reservation will be considered as a no show and will not be refunded!

Meet your English speaking driver/guide - who is a local Expert on Bordeaux Wines
Upon arrival at the meeting point, you will be welcomed by your English speaking guide who will be waiting with a sign bearing the name of the tour and with the Ophorus logo on it. Also, all our guides have a nominative badge so that it will be easy for you to recognize them.
Once  you have met your  guide, he/she will go over the program and itinerary of the day with you. Then, board your comfortable, air conditioned Mercedes minivan and begin to make your way to the Saint Emilion wine producing region.
All our vehicles are equipped with an on board P/A system which means that everyone will hear the guide's commentary during driving time, even if you are seated in the back of the van! Also, we have bottled water at your disposal and you can use our free wifi as you travel from one destination to another.

Morning - Visit and commented wine tastings in 2 wineries
If you are only staying a few days in Bordeaux then this small group wine tour is for you. It covers a full day of visits starting in the morning with a scenic drive from Bordeaux through the vineyards and rolling hills of the St Emilion wine producing region located on the right bank. Before visiting the UNESCO world heritage site of Saint Emilion village, the wine tour kicks off in the surrounding countryside with a visit and wine tasting session in 2 Classified Growth Chateaus of the right bank.


Not included in the 1855 Classification of Bordeaux wines, saint émilion wines have their own system that includes top rated Premier Grand Cru Classé wines such as Château Cheval Blanc, Chateau Ausone, Chateau Pavie or Chateau Angelus. Petrus is not classified as it is a winery located in the Pomerol appellation and the wines there do not have a classification. All wineries visited during our tours are at least Grand Cru classified.


After a short driver of about an hour, reach your first stop at a selected Grand Cru Winery. All winery tours in Bordeaux include the visit of the technical installations first. This is where a local guide of the winery will go through the wine making process so that you can better understand how from a complex blending of different grape varieties and storage in oak barrels the local wineries obtain one of the world's most delicious wines.


A second Chateau is on your program this morning. Again, after the visit of the property and the installations, you will participate in a commented tasting of the Chateau wines. All our Bordeaux wine tastings are commented on by the local guide of the winery. However, your driver/guide who will be with you throughout the day is also there to answer any questions that you might have.


All our driver/guides have great knowledge about wines and they will be happy to share any basic or more technical information concerning French or Bordeaux Wines. Whether you have questions about history, technique, flavors, aromas, food & wine pairings don't hesitate to ask them anything that relates to wine to make this day a very special one.

Then arrive in the village of Saint Emilion
After the morning guided visits and wine tastings at Classified Growth Château, move on with your English-speaking driver tour guide to the gorgeous village of Saint Emilion itself. The village of Saint Emilion is named after a monk who left his region of origin and settled down in the area hundreds of years ago. The village is a rare example of a largely intact medieval town whose geography has not been modified over the centuries.


Here, you will enjoy a short walking tour taking in important historical sites like the Romanesque cloister and the monolithic church carved into the limestone cliffs (also known as the underground monuments – not included in the tour). Following the village tour, enjoy some free time to explore on your own.


This is also the time for a relaxing lunch in the village. Saint Emilion offers a very large selection of restaurants and snacks. Depending on your budget, your guide will be able to suggest the best possible option for your meal. Please note however that due to strict timing for the winery visits, we suggest that you opt for a light lunch that will not be time consuming. This is also a great option if you really want to take some time to stroll through the narrow streets and discover the village on your own.

Afternoon - After the village, experience a final Winery visit
Leave Saint Emilion village to visit and wine taste in another Classified Growth Chateau. Again, it will be time to discover another property of the right bank. Since our goal is to have you discover the different types of wineries that are present in Saint Emilion, we usually select very different Chateaus during the day. Our winery selection includes some very progressive ones that have decided to invest in the latest technology to help them craft the best possible Bordeaux wines.


Other wineries are family owned and have kept their wine making process as traditional as possible, using techniques that have been passed on from generation to generation. Some wineries are quite large, while others produce wine on no more than 12 acres. This final visit can also be a great opportunity for you to find out about the unique way in which most of the Bordeaux wines are sold and the secret world of the 'Negociants'. After the visit, experience a commented wine tasting session of the Chateau wines and then it will be time to return to Bordeaux.

More information on the ‘Right Bank’ Wine Region of Bordeaux
Located on a hill set along the Dordogne Valley and surrounded by beautiful countryside, it’s not hard to see why the medieval village of Saint Emilion was the first wine region to be given World Heritage status in 1999. The first to plant vineyards were the Romans, who brought grapes here in the 2nd century.

The village takes its name from a Famous Monk
The village however takes its name from Emilian, a monk from Brittany who fled his home town of Vannes. He took refuge in one of the natural caves of Saint Emilion and lived a hermit’s life until his fame for performing miracles spread far and wide and drew disciples from around the region and beyond. The village subsequently became an important religious center and pilgrimage site and even after his death his followers reinforced his legacy by naming the village after him.


The town continued to thrive through the Middle Ages, at which time local monks developed wine making in the region elevating it to the status it has today. Although excluded from the famous 1855 Bordeaux rating, Saint Emilion wines were finally classified in 1955.
The best attractions in the village are located underground: beneath the town, a gigantic network of tunnels and galleries. Quarries were carved out of the hill in order to provide fertile soil for the surrounding fields and vineyards, and they have left Saint Emilion with many unique underground attractions.


Chief among them is surely the Monolithic Church, an underground church carved from the limestone in the 12th century that reaches above ground up to a 68-meter high bell tower. The ancient Cordeliers cloisters, which sit alongside the monolithic church in the heart of the old town, are another emblematic local landmark.


Today, far away from the local train station, the stoic beige rooftops and medieval stone buildings make Saint Emilion feel like an open-air museum. Everywhere you walk reveals another picturesque scene and the many cafes and restaurants offer some of the best outdoor dining views to be found in France.


If you wish for a more personalized experience, we also organize private tours to Saint Emilion wine region as well as wine tours from Bordeaux to all the major wine producing areas such as Medoc (for the Cabernet Sauvignon wine lovers), Graves and Sauternes.



Inclusions:
Pick up and drop off at centrally located meeting point in Bordeaux
Travel in comfortable, air conditioned Mercedes Minivan
Chateau visits and wine tastings
All Wine tasting fees
English-speaking driver / guide

Exclusions:
Personal insurance and expenses
Hotel pickup and drop-off
Meals and drinks
Gratuities for the driver/guide

Know Before You Book:
- Instant booking confirmation
- Adult only tour, no children allowed under 18 years
- Prices are per person
- Currency is in Euros

Know Before You Go:
- Tour requires minimum 2 passengers (adults) to operate
- Tour is operated in English
- Tour is not wheelchair accessible
- Tour involves some walking, comfortable walking shoes are recommended

Additional info:
Minimum age: 
Not recommended for: people with medical conditions
Required Information for Booking: : DatesOfBirth

Commentary:
English - Guide

Operating Info

Minimum:
2 guests per booking

Maximum:
8 guests per booking

Booking Cut-off:
15
minutes
Before start time

Valid:
8 hours Only on date on reservation


Operating Type: Fixed Times
ALL YEAR :

Sunday:
09:30

Monday:
09:30

Tuesday:
09:30

Wednesday:
09:30

Thursday:
09:30

Friday:
09:30

Saturday:
09:30


Reservation System:
Rezdy


Locations:

API provider:
Rezdy

Pickup:
none

Starts Notes:
In front of the Bordeaux tourism office

Hotel pick-up is not available.


Type:
Meeting Point location

Lat & Long:
Address:
Tourist Information Office, Cours du 30 Juillet, Bordeaux, France

Directions:
Notes:


Type:
Starts location

Lat & Long:
44.8436651, -0.5742172999999998

Address:
12 Cours du 30 Juillet, 12 Cr du 30 Juillet, Bordeaux, Nouvelle-Aquitaine, 33000, FR

Directions:
Notes:
In front of the Bordeaux Tourist information center. Closest Tram station is Quinconces.



Type:
Business Address location

Lat & Long:
Address:
Ophorus Day Trips & Wine Tours in France, Boulevard Pierre 1er, Bordeaux, France

Directions:
Notes:

Instant Confirmation:
Yes

Is this experience private:
No

Multi-Day:- No

Cancellation

Cancellation Policy:
standard

Cancellation Cut-off:
24
hours

Cancellation Notes:
Operator strictly adheres to its cancellation policy and will make no exceptions to the policy. If Guest chooses to cancel his or her reservation, Operator must receive written notice of said cancellation in writing via certified mail, fax or e-mail sent to info@ophorus.com (with confirmation of receipt from Operator), and Guest shall be subject to the following cancellation fee schedule:



Ophorus requires full payment by credit card, internet payment (through our website) or wire transfer (Wire transfer fees at the charge of the Guest) to make a reservation. We accept payment by AMEX, Visa and Master Card. There is no charge or service fee for processing credit card payments except with American Express +3%. 



For any cancellation, the following fees will be deducted from the refund:



> Up to 24 hours prior to departure: no cancellation fees except the booking fees.

> 24 hours prior to departure and less > no refund



All semi private tours depart on time. Clients should present themselves at the allocated meeting point at least 10 minutes before the beginning of the tour. Driver/guide will not wait unless Ophorus has been previously informed that the client will be late with a maximum waiting time of 10 minutes. Beyond that waiting time, tours will depart and Ophorus cannot be held responsible for clients missing their tour.

Options:

	per peson pricing
	
	Retail
	NET

	Adult
	
	155.0
	Available on request



Other Information
Terms and Conditions
All our terms & conditions can be found here: https://www.ophorus.com/terms-sales
Voucher Info
please be ready 15 minutes before departure time. Tour leaves on time. 

FAQ
Where is St Emilion France?
Saint Emilion is a village of France located in the Nouvelle Aquitaine region, Gironde department, about 48 kilometers (30 miles) east of the city of Bordeaux. The medieval villages is perched on a limestone plateau, above the vineyards that are world renowned for producing a full bodied red wine of which Merlot is the dominant grape variety. Saint Emilion village and wine region is our most popular wine tour destination for a day trip from Bordeaux.
How many wines will I taste during this tour?
Unlike other wine tasting sessions that you might have followed around the world, the tastings in Bordeaux are not as generous in terms of pours . The amount of wine tasted is not what many would expect but here it is all about elegance, fruit, quality, aromas and flavors rather than quantity. Each Chateau will have you taste their premium wine and what we call the 'second' wine of the estate. Sometimes, Chateau owners also add a tasting of some other wine if they happen to be the owners of another Chateau in Bordeaux. So basically, at each winery visited it will be 2 to maximum 4 wines tasted. On this Saint Emilion wine tour, the second Chateau is usually linked with a wine cellar located within the village. Usually, the number of wines tasted there are between 4 to 8 depending on which bottles have been opened. If you wish to taste more wine, lunch in Saint Emilion village is a perfect location to sample other appellations - it is easy to order wines by the glass. To further enhance your wine experience, it is always possible to buy some bottles at the wineries visited.

Confirmation necessary?
No

Redemption
Your voucher will be collected or scanned on redemption





