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Highlights:
- Explore Castle & Ramparts of Carcassonne
-  Optional visit of the Count's Castle 
- Visit Saint Nazary Basilica 
- English speaking licensed guides, local experts 
- Tour can be fully customized to suit your interests

Description Summary:
Get the Expert Take on Wonderful Carcassonne located in the Occitanie region of France at about a one hour drive south of Toulouse. 

Description:
A 2-hour private walking tour to discover the famous Cité de Carcassonne. Here, you will admire the castle and ramparts at the heart of the medieval city; explore the Cathedral and the Basilica of Saint-Nazaire; and visit la porte Narbonnaise, which was the principal entrance to the Cité. A dreamlike destination with a romantic ambience, this tour is tailor-made to enchant you.


-  Meet at dedicated meeting point in Carcassonne

-  2-hour guided walking tour with licensed guide

-  stroll through the narrow streets

-  visit the Basilica

-  Optional visit of Count's Castle

Carcassonne is located in the Occitanie region of France at about a one hour drive south of Toulouse. The town is divided in two distinct areas with the lower town known as the Bastide and the upper town known as La Cité de Carcassonne.


What makes Carcassonne so unique is that there has been a fortified settlement here since the pre-Roman period on the hill where the actual Cité is located. From then on, the fortified settlement has always been upkept, making it one of the largest fortified towns in Europe.


A private guided tour of the Cité
A 2-hour private walking tour to discover the famous Cité de Carcassonne. Here, you will admire the castle and ramparts at the heart of the medieval city; explore the Cathedral and the Basilica of Saint-Nazaire; and visit la porte Narbonnaise, which was the principal entrance to the Cité. A dreamlike destination with a romantic ambience, this tour is tailor-made to enchant you.


Meet your English speaking local guide
Today, meet your English speaking licensed tour guide that is accredited to conduct visits in hisorical monuments, museums and historical towns. After a short presentation of the program and itinerary, it will be time to begin your tour in the medieval city of Carcassonne.


The Narbonne Gate
Main entrance gate to the Medieval City of Carcassonne, the Narbonne Gate (named after the town of Narbonne) was built around 1280 during of Philippe III and is made up of 2 huge spur towers. In the 19th century Viollet le Duc rebuilt the crenellations and the slate roof and added a draw bridge that did not exist originally. On the right, one can see the sculpture of Lady Carcas. Your tour guide will certainly mention her Legend during the tour.


The Lists of Carcassonne
This space between the two ramparts, a little over 1 km in circumference, was leveled in the 13th century, when the 2nd wall was being erected. It is always interesting to begin the tour of the Lists by heading to the right towards Porte d'Aude as rapidly, one discovers the old ramparts that date back to Roman times. By seeing this, the visitor faces more than 20 centuries of history! Your guide will certainly show you how to spot the old ramparts compared to the new (13th century) ones.


In the 18th century, the poorest Carcassonnais built their homes there before they were destroyed during the restoration of the medieval city by Viollet le Duc in the 19th century. Today, the lists allow you to discover the different characteristics of military architecture and offer beautiful views of the Bastide Saint Louis, the Pyrenees and the Black Mountains. Every summer there are chivalry tournaments take place within the Lists.


The Count's Castle
Ultimate defense, the Count's castle (Château Comtal) was built in the twelfth century by the Trencavel, viscounts of Carcassonne, and was constantly restored or modified over the following centuries. The Castle is in fact a fortress within a fortress.


To access the Count's castle one must first cross the two sets of ramparts before reaching this area. The Castle as you see it today was built by the French (the area was not French at the time of the Trencavel but Occitan), and the oldest parts of the castle are located within including the famous Pinte Tower.


It is possible to visit the Count's Castle during your private guide tour in Carcassonne. During the booking process you will asked if you would like to include the entrance tickets to the castle. If you choose this option, our team of travel specialists will take care of everything for you and most of all you will not have to wait in line!


Saint Nazary & Saint Celse Basilica
The Basilica of Carcassonne is without a doubt one of the highlights of a visit to the walled city. Only expert licensed tour guides will be able to conduct unique visits of this architectural splendor of the middle ages. Built between the 11th and 14th century the Basilica combines two distinct architectural styles: Romanesque and Gothic. The first church to be built on this location dates back to the 6th century under the reign of the Visigoths.


The construction of the Romanesque Cathedral began in 1096 and ended in 1130. Only the nave remains with its broken barrel arches sided by two collaterals made up of semi-circular arches. In 1269 it is decided to enlarge the Cathedral and thus a Gothic choire is built. The transept is also modified and this is when the Rose Windows and Stained Glass Windows are added. They are considered to be the most beautiful of all Southern France. Your guide will certainly point out the two most famous stained glass windows: The Tree of Jesse (13th century) and the Tree of Life (14th century).


After the visit of the Basilica, it will be time to stroll through the streets of the medieval town. Here, depending on your wishes or your guide, you will discover lesser known areas of Carcassonne where the majority of visitors do not go. Other interesting sites include the Great Well and Porte d'Aude. After the visit, that will be the end of our services.


Please remember to wear good walking shoes as the streets are all made out of cobbled stone.



Inclusions:
2 hour walking tour of Carcassonne
 Licensed tour guide, other languages on request 
Tour operated in english

Exclusions:
Entrance fees, tasting fees or activity fees 
Personal insurance and expenses 
Gratuities for the guide

Know Before You Book:
- Tour involves some walking, comfortable walking shoes are recommended 
- This tour is not recommended for persons with reduced mobility 
- This tour is not wheelchair accessible
- Please note that the Toulouse Lautrec Museum is closed on Monday from October 1st to May 31s

Know Before You Go:
- Please be ready 10 minutes before meeting time
- Tour available all year round (except May 1st, Dec 25th and Jan 1st) 
- Group size of 1 to 15 participants maximum 
- Tour is operated in English, other languages on request 

Additional info:



Operating Info


Booking Cut-off:
30
days
Before start time

Valid:
2 hours Only on date on reservation


Locations:

API provider:
Rezdy

Pickup:
flexible


Type:
Meeting Point location

Lat & Long:
Address:
Carcassonne, France

Directions:
Notes:


Type:
Business Address location

Lat & Long:
Address:
Ophorus Day Trips & Wine Tours in France, Boulevard Pierre 1er, Bordeaux, France

Directions:
Notes:

Instant Confirmation:
No

Is this experience private:
No

Multi-Day:- No

Cancellation

Cancellation Policy:
custom

Cancellation Cut-off:
30
days

Cancellation Notes:
Ophorus requires full payment by credit card, internet payment (through our website) or wire transfer (Wire transfer fees at the charge of the Guest) to make a reservation. We accept payment by AMEX, Visa and Master Card. There is no charge or service fee for processing credit card payments except with American Express +3%. For any cancellation, the following fees will be deducted from the refund: 



> Up to 30 days before the service, 100% refund

> From less than 30 days to 15 days before the service, 20% fee

> From 14 days to 4 days before the service, 50% fee

> From 3 days before the service, 100% fee

Options:

	per group pricing
	
	Retail
	NET

	Adult
	
	290.0
	Available on request



Other Information
Terms and Conditions
Please contact us for all our Terms & Conditions




Confirmation necessary?
No

Redemption
Your voucher will be collected or scanned on redemption





